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OECD [Innovation Ecosystems in the Bioeconomyl
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201998 F1T 13.4. The key role of demonstrator plants

The demonstrator phase is a critical stage on the way to commercialisation.

OECDpublishing Larger than pilot scale, economic and technical limitations often make
themselves evident during demonstration. Rather than having to correct these
limitations at full-scale production, they can be corrected in a much less costly

INNOVATION way at the demonstration scale. Thus demonstrator plants are de-risking

facilities, but their construction is unpopular as they may not have enough
capacity to influence markets, and can end up being stranded assets.

Countries often refer to the lack of demonstrator funding as a barrier to
commercialisation. Finland specifically mentioned this in the case study. One of
the reasons behind setting up the Biobased Industries Joint Undertaking (BBl JU)
in Europe was to encourage the construction of demonstrators as public-private
partnerships (PPPs).

ECOSYSTEMS IN
THE BIOECONOMY

OECD SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY
AND INDUSTRY
POLICY PAPERS

ber 2019 Ne. 76

13.6. The roles of modern biotechnologies and their alliance
with computing and information technologies

This could also simplify the investment strategies for small, innovative
biotechnology companies by negating the need for expensive infrastructure.
Moreover, the US case study shows that the public biofoundry can itself be the
hub of a growing bioeconomy ecosystem.
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